
Robert DeVivo, Lt Col, USAF 

 

It is with great sadness that we announced the death of retired Lt. Col. Robert DeVivo, 69, of Murrells 

Inlet. On what was to have been a week-long vacation with his wife in New Orleans, he died Wednesday, 

November 19, 2008 at the Tulane Medical Center, New Orleans, after over six weeks of hospitalization 

due to complications from emergency heart and colon surgery. Born November 16, 1939 in Medford, 

Massachusetts, he was a son of Mario and Carmella Massa DeVivo. In 1961 he graduated from Tufts 

University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics, and upon completing Squadron Officer School 

he was commissioned as a 2nd Lt. in the U.S. Air Force. He served as navigator on U.S. Air Force 

transports during and after the Vietnam War, and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal. In 1975 

he earned his Master of Business Administration degree at Syracuse University. He was stationed for 12 

years at Charleston Air Force Base. After retiring from the U.S. Air Force in 1982 as a Lt. Colonel, he held 

a position as a cost analyst specialist with Lockheed Martin, formerly Martin Marietta, in Rockville, Md. 

In 2003 he and his wife, Peggy, retired to Murrells Inlet. He loved his family and was proud of his 

children and grandchildren, knowing that his influence on all of us was important. He constantly 

encouraged us to take chances and test ourselves to expand our knowledge. He was an avid sports fan, 

most particularly a loyal Red Sox Baseball team fan, and enjoyed discussing the nuances of the game. He 

is survived by his wife, Margaret Coard DeVivo; daughter, Andrea Simon, her husband Mark, and their 

sons, Mark and Michael, all of Cocoa, Fla.; stepson, Cale Bigelow, his wife Ashley, and their two children, 

Andrew and Darby Anne, all of West Lafayette, Ind.; sister, Adelaide DeMarco of Pompano Beach, Fla.; 

and brother, Jack DeVivo of Olney, Md. He was preceded in death by his son, Gregory; and sister, Gloria 

LaBella. 

 


